
Example of Developing an Assessable Learning Outcome 
with Related Competencies & Skills 

 
1. Focus Course: Advanced Video 
 
2. What Do I Want Them to Do?: Have students develop problem-solving skills  

 
3. Learning Outcome: Students will demonstrate effective problem solving by 
developing troubleshooting skills while shooting in the field. 

 
4. Competencies: 1. Create alternative plans for worst-case scenarios.  

2. Identify the source of a problem once it begins. 
 
5. Skills: For both competencies: 1. Become familiar with all equipment used in the  

field. 2. Anticipate and list potential problems and solutions before shooting begins. 
 

6. Techniques/activities to help students achieve #3: 
Give students an exercise in which they have to shoot something specific in the field.  
Give each person/team a slip of paper in a sealed envelope on which a problem is  
described that, were it to really occur, would affect their ability to complete the  
project. Have them open the envelope after their shooting has begun, and brainstorm  
possible ways to complete the work despite the problem described. Have them  
complete their shooting by utilizing the solutions they came up with. 

 
7. Questions to ask myself that will help me assess how well I’m achieving my goal: 

A. How accurately do my students recognize the seriousness and implications of a 
problem? 

B. What kind of questions do my students ask now when they determine that they 
don’t know enough to solve a given problem? 

 
8. Potential evaluation methods that could answer #7 above: 

Have students bring work back to share with entire class. Discuss the problem- 
solving steps they went through. Make a list of alternative options. Discuss the  
relative merits of the choices. Discuss the work (and therefore the success of the  
decisions they made) based on the criteria for successful execution of the exercise. 

 
9. Implications for my teaching: 

A. Teach students ways to tell if a lack of knowledge is the problem when they can’t  
solve a problem. 

B. Rather than giving students immediate answers to their questions, pose questions 
to them that can help them to discover the answers for themselves. 


