
Getting to Know You Form   Name      
 

 
In a trio of musicians, each instrument makes a vital contribution; none is more 
important than any other. However, each has distinctive characteristics. Which 
instrument are you most of the time? Indicate that as number 1. Which instrument are 
you some of the time? Indicate that as number 2. 
 
 
  Violin: You are impulsive, creative, the first to raise her/his hand, a natural 
leader who wants to take charge right away. You are the best person to set the group 
pace, make a schedule, and be the group coordinator. 
 
 
  Viola: If you had your way, you would work by yourself rather than in small 
groups. But you are patient, waiting, listening, observing, and attentive; you are 
capable of seeing the “big picture” and thinking holistically. You would be a natural 
recorder for the group. 
 
 
  Cello: You are responsible, reliable, steady, and one who keeps everyone else 
on track. You cannot be easily distracted from the job at hand. You have stamina and 
endurance for the “long haul”. You are the right person to adjust the group pace if it is 
too fast or slow. 
 
 
  Flute: You are brilliant, flighty, a dreamer, soaring above the others; you are 
not very down to earth. You are an “idea” person. The group should encourage you to 
contribute your “brainstorms” no matter how hard it is for others to conceive of 
following them through. Ultimately, others will help to shape your ideas. 
 
 
  Oboe: You are experienced, mellow, mature, and the most likely to pay 
attention to details. You keep the group from falling apart by bringing them together 
to iron out their differences. Your tact and wisdom contributes to group harmony. 
 
 
  Cymbals: You love to surprise; you seem to be uninvolved but all the time are 
counting, waiting for your “big entrance”. You can add excitement and energy to the 
project; you look for unusual twists, unexpected information. But the violin and oboe 
need to keep you involved because you can disappear for long stretches of time. 
 
             
 
Adapted from an article in CAA News by Professor Molly Lindner of Kent State 
University, http://www.collegeart.org/pdf/caa-news-09-05.pdf  


